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of information and protection for those seeking
quality, affordable housing.

Peter Restaino, the president of the BIA, is
committed to honoring the group’s origins and
to connect current members with that proud
tradition. He has directed Matthew
Hodorowski, a former BIA president, to com-
pile a history of the organization that will be
shared with those participating in the anniver-
sary celebration to be held at the historic
Wilkes-Barre Westmoreland Club.

Mr. Restaino has stated that the BIA’s focus
has been to consistently represent the inter-
ests of the building community and to assure
an adequate supply of quality housing at fair
prices across northeastern Pennsylvania.

Services provided by the BIA include edu-
cation, a group insurance program and shar-
ing information about the interests of members
with all levels of government.

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating the Building Industry Association of
Northeastern Pennsylvania for 50 years of
service to the people of northeastern Pennsyl-
vania. Their commitment to the principles of
professionalism, tradesmanship and honorable
business practices has earned them an envi-
able reputation throughout the northeastern
Pennsylvania region.

———

IN CELEBRATION OF RAMADAN
AND THE IFTAR CEREMONY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 17, 2007

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the Muslim holiday of
Ramadan, and to celebrate the Community
Iftar held by the Council on American-Islamic
Relations of Ohio.

In the Muslim tradition, the month of Rama-
dan is one of contemplation and spirituality.
Muslims throughout Northeast Ohio and the
world endeavor to deepen their individual faith
and grow as a community. Muslims do this
through conscious efforts to refrain from
thoughts and actions that would stunt their
spiritual growth. They also read the entire
Quran.

Muslims also bring themselves closer to this
spiritual ideal through their observance of the
Sawm, or fast. The Sawm is a cleansing and
invigorating practice that renews the spirit. To
break the fast and make a renewed commit-
ment to their family and community, Muslims
gather for the lIftar dinner. Keeping with the in-
tention of the holiday, the Iftar is an oppor-
tunity for spiritual growth in the continued pur-
suit of peace and understanding.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in celebrating Ramadan. As Muslims
throughout Northeast Ohio gather for CAIR'’s
Community Iftar, | wish them all peace and
happiness on their spiritual journey.
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IN SUPPORT OF TAIWAN’S APPLI-
CATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN
THE UNITED NATIONS

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 17, 2007

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, in his
2004 State of the Union Address, President
Bush said, “I believe that God has planted in
every human heart the desire to live in free-
dom. And even when that desire is crushed by
tyranny for decades, it will rise again.”

For decades, the people of Taiwan have
been living under the tyranny of Chinese re-
pression of their rights to join world bodies
and engage in peaceful relations with the
international community. Taiwan and the gov-
ernment of President Chen Shui-bian are con-
tinuing their pursuit for more than a decade to
achieve a seat at the table of the United Na-
tions. However, they have run into obstacles
from the UN Secretary General.

For several years, tensions in the Taiwan
straits have been escalating due to China’s re-
fusal to give up using military force against
Taiwan. China has deployed tactical missiles
along its coast aimed at Taiwan. In addition
the Anti-Secession Act passed by China in
2005 has increased tensions in the straits.
These actions have left the people of Taiwan
searching for a means of peacefully resolving
their differences. One of the world’s foremost
bodies for resolving differences and promoting
peace in the world is of course, the United Na-
tions. Given China’s acts of aggression to-
wards Taiwan, it should come as little surprise
that the government in Taipei is now turning
towards the peacekeeping body for member-
ship.

Madam Speaker, | hope the Secretary Gen-
eral will reconsider his position on Taiwan’s
membership to this international body dedi-
cated to maintaining a peaceful world. Taiwan
must be allowed to join this body to protect its
political and economic development, as well
as, its peace and security. Acceptance of Tai-
wan into the United Nations will allow the two
governments to work with the international
community on equal and neutral terms to re-
solve the tensions in the Taiwan Strait. The
United States has much to gain from a demili-
tarized Taiwan Strait. UN membership for Tai-
wan can help U.S. and Taiwanese interests. |
wholeheartedly support this application for
United Nations membership.

CONOR FREDERICK KILLEN
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 17, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Conor Frederick Killen, a
very special young man who has exemplified
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts
of America, Troop 261, and in earning the
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Conor has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Conor has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous

E1887

merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Conor Frederick Killen for
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————

CONGRATULATIONS TO BERLIN
FIFE AND DRUM CORPS ON 225
YEARS OF SERVICE

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 17, 2007

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the Berlin Fife and Drum
Corps on reaching its 225th year of service.
The Berlin Fife and Drum Corps is the oldest
continuous Fife and Drum Corps in the nation.

Better known to veterans as “The Frosty
Suns of Thunder,” the Corps is a band from
Berlin, Pennsylvania that performs for military
support groups and participates in various pa-
rades. They play traditional martial music dat-
ing back to the Revolutionary War, and more
recently have added military medleys to their
performances.

The Berlin Fife and Drum Corps was found-
ed by George Johnson, who joined the Revo-
lutionary Army in 1777 and served as a fifer
for 3 years, and later returned to Berlin, after-
wards forming the Corps. The Berlin Fife and
Drum Corps were expert musicians who invig-
orated their audiences and were often greeted
with enthusiastic cries of “Here comes Berlin!”

In addition to performing in parades, the
Corps decorated American flags and placed
them on the graves of war veterans in the Al-
legheny region. In 1887 they began the tradi-
tion of playing at memorial services at the
Mount Lebanon Cemetery and the Berlin
1.0.0.F. Cemetery. This tradition is carried on
today.

Membership in the Berlin Fife and Drum
Corps is a long and celebrated tradition in
Berlin. Several members have proudly served
for over 40 years. The Berlin Fife and Drum
Corps is a striking example of patriotism and
is a source of pride for the Allegheny region.
I, along with members of the Berlin commu-
nity, would like to thank the Corps for their
service and enthusiasm, and congratulate
them on continuing this tradition for 225 years.

TRIBUTE TO RICK DIEGEL
HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 17, 2007

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to Rick Diegel. Rick is the
Political and Legislative Director for the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers and
is retiring at the end of this month.

Rick Diegel exemplifies the best in an Amer-
ican worker and advocate for the American
worker. He has been an electrician and mem-
ber of his union for 37 years. After rising to
the position of Business Agent for IBEW Local
Union 278 in Corpus Christi, Texas, Rick
Diegel left his Texas home in 1983 to accept
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a job with his international office. Over the last
24 years in Washington, DC, Rick has risen to
the position of Legislative and Political Director
of the IBEW.

When discussing a matter before Congress,
one got an education from Rick Diegel. You
knew you were listening to someone who
came, as Rick has often said, “out of the
tools.” Having worked and gained experience
at every level, Rick did not let the issues of
Washington, DC affect his vision and mission
of helping American laborers. For Rick, the
only question was and remains: ‘Is this good
for IBEW members?’ And those members are
electricians in the construction industry, they
are utility workers, railroad workers, tele-
communication workers, broadcast and gov-
ernment workers.

His easy manner and ready smile could
break the tension in any room, but those who
know him best never made the mistake of un-
derestimating his passion and his commitment
to the matter at hand. He has been on the
front line for a very long time and he will be
missed. | wish Rick a long and happy retire-
ment.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF CARMEN “THE
ONION PICKER’ BASILIO

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 17, 2007

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize boxing Champion and
Central New York native Carmen Basilio as he
celebrates the 50th anniversary of his World
Middleweight Championship.

Basilio was born on April 27, 1927 in
Canastota, New York. The son of an onion
farmer, he spent many hours of his childhood
working with his father on their farm, which led
to his boxing nickname “the onion picker”.
Carmen became a professional boxer in 1948,
after being honorably discharged from the
United States Marine Corps.

Basilio became the New York State
welterweight champion in 1953 and defended
that title in 1954. On June 10, 1955 Carmen
defeated Tony DeMarco in a 12 round bout to
win the World Welterweight title. A rematch
was held on November 30th of that same
year, and Basilio defended his title, after
breaking his left hand earlier in the match, by
knocking out DeMarco in the 12th round.
Basilio would hold the World Welterweight
Title until March 14, 1956 when he lost to
Johnny Saxton. Never one to give up, Basilio
regained the title on September 12, 1956 by
defeating Saxton in a rematch. He remained
the World Welterweight Champion until he va-
cated the role to fight in the World Middle-
weight Championship on September 23, 1957.

Fifty years ago this month on September
23, 1957, Carmen Basilio challenged World
Middleweight Champion Sugar Ray Robinson
for the title. The fight, which took place at
Yankee Stadium, is known as one of the most
action packed fights of the decade. Even
though he was smaller in size and reach,
Basilio defeated Robinson in a 15 round deci-
sion to become the World Middleweight
Champion. Basilio would relinquish his cham-
pionship back to Robinson in a rematch six
months later, and would twice unsuccessfully
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try to regain it back. He won two more fights
before hanging up his boxing gloves in 1961.
Carmen was named fighter of the year in 1955
and 1957, and would finish his career with 56
wins, 17 losses, 7 draws, and 27 knockouts.

Although he left his fighting days behind
him, Basilio still remained involved in athletics.
He served as a physical education instructor
at Le Moyne College and remained very in-
volved in Central New York boxing.

In 1982 the citizens of Canastota wanted to
pay tribute to their hometown fighter and did
so by erecting a bronze statue of Basilio. The
excitement of the statue led to the building of
the International Boxing Hall of Fame in
Canastota, which was completed in 1989.
Basilio was inducted in 1990 and continues to
be a frequent visitor and volunteer at the Hall
of Fame.

Carmen Basilio was a boxer, but perhaps
even more, he was a fighter. Even in losses
Basilio never gave up. He always fought with
perseverance, passion, and heart which
earned him great respect beyond wins and
losses. | am proud to stand up and honor this
man—who has served as an inspiration to so
many from Central New York—on the 50th an-
niversary of his Middleweight Championship.
As his International Boxing Hall of Fame biog-
raphy says, “his tough gritty style not only won
him world titles, but it was the heart and de-
sire he displayed in the ring that won him a
place in the hearts of 1950’s boxing fans.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 17, 2007

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam Speaker, |
missed recorded votes due to official business
in my district. Had | been present, | would
have voted the following: “yea” on H. Res.
257, supporting the goals and ideals of Pan-
creatic Cancer Awareness Month, rollcall No.
865; “yea” on H. Res. 643, the resolution
commemorating September 11, rollcall No.
866.

———

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL HBCU
WEEK

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 17, 2007

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Madam Speaker, |
would like to take this opportunity to celebrate
National Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities week, which took place the second
week of September. It is a pleasure to recog-
nize HBCUs because, had it not been for a
historically Black college, | would not be here
today. Not only have HBCUs made a positive
impact on and provided a rich heritage to me
and my family’s lives, they lay a foundation for
many men and women of color.

At the age of 16, | left home to attend what
was then Arkansas A&M College at Pine Bluff,
later named the University of Arkansas at Pine
Bluff. Following in my footsteps were six of my
siblings, three nephews, one niece, and a half
dozen first cousins. As an HBCU alumnus, |
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share a history with many notable and hon-
ored leaders within our country. W.E.B. Du
Bois, who is considered the father of sociology
due to his thesis called “Study of the Philadel-
phia Negro,” attended Fisk University in Nash-
ville, TN. The education and training that Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., received at Morehouse
College, located in Atlanta, GA, surely worked
together with his experiences in the Black
church to develop his incredible eloquence
and keen analysis of social problems.
Thurgood Marshall, the first Black Chief Jus-
tice of the United States Supreme Court, at-
tended Lincoln University in Chester, PA,
which is known as the first historically Black
college founded in 1854.

As an HBCU graduate, | know firsthand the
needs and values of these institutions. This is
why | am especially proud that during this
HBCU week, Congress can say it provided
$170 million in grants for HBCUs over the next
5 years via the College Cost Reduction and
Access Act. All 99 HBCUs that currently re-
ceive Federal funds will benefit from these
new resources to strengthen their capacity to
continue the tradition of developing Black tal-
ent into leadership. Indeed, | benefit from the
leaders produced by these institutions given
that at least four members of my staff had the
privilege of attending an HBCU.

HBCUs are not only necessary for individ-
uals who come from certain economic back-
grounds, they contain a great deal of history
and culture. The College Cost Reduction Act
will enhance our ability to keep these institu-
tions alive and vibrant. | am pleased that we
can celebrate these new resources during this
recent HBCU week.

——————

TRIBUTE TO CURTIS
MONTGOMERY

HON. STEVAN PEARCE

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 17, 2007

Mr. PEARCE. Madam Speaker, it is with
pride that | rise today to recognize the Curtis
Montgomery Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
#2575 on its 75th anniversary and its great
service to the veterans of New Mexico.

The Curtis Montgomery VFW Post #2575
was chartered in 1932 as a Congressionally
chartered post. Over the last 75 years this
post has been serving the veterans in the
communities of Roswell, Artesia, Hondo, and
surrounding areas. The post has more than
200 members, which include 100 life mem-
bers. The post will soon be merging with Post
#11384 in Roswell and pick up an additional
100 members.

Post #2575 celebrated its 75th anniversary
on September 1, 2007 with a ceremony. The
program honored dignitaries of the City who
have assisted veterans in the past. Special
guests included members of Task Force
Cobra from the area and veterans from all
over New Mexico. Michael A. Trujillo, a
Chaves County Commissioner and member of
Task Force Cobra, honored the Post by pre-
senting a flag flown over Iraq during Task
Force Cobra’s Iraq deployment to Post Com-
mander Mike Point. Veterans from previous
conflicts including WWII, Korea, Vietham, and
later conflicts displayed memorabilia, shared
memories, and reflected on their shared serv-
ice to our nation.
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